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Prairie Sunset by Shirley Gerlock, Saskatoon Camera Club
Best Landscape
2004 Gerry Fish Print Competition
Edward by Randy Risdahl, Foothills C.C.
Winner, Saskatoon Camera Club Trophy
2004 Human Portraiture Print Competition

Finish Line by Jerry Crawford, Parkland Camera Club
Winner Virginia Hampson Trophy
2004 Sports in Action Print Competition
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Burmis Tree by Curtiss Lund, Wild Rose Camera Club
First Place, Attanyi Salon Print Competition 2004
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The Last Wor
Editor’s Report by Stan Hingston
d

Webmaster Report
by Wesley Swan webmaster@prpa.com

I am pleased to introduce two new clubs to
PRPA, with their first club reports in this issue.
Both the Northern Image Photographers of Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan, and Winnipeg South Photo
Club of Winnipeg, Manitoba, have joined PRPA in
the past year. Read their reports and check out their
excellent websites to learn more about their members and activities.

Well it has been a trying month for me.
Some members with dialup have been having
trouble getting on to the website because of the
animations. So I have been busy creating a dialup
area on the website. I cannot convert the image
pages over because once they are web protected I
do not have access to them.
As the reps know by now I am giving a proposal
to PRPA to broaden our features for members. I am
offering a proposal to give all PRPA members free
50megs of webspace in which to create their own
web pages. This added bonus to our membership
might create new members who are in the Digital
Age. I am also offering a deal for those members
who want their own domain. Contact me at webmaster@prpa.ca for more information.

There were no submissions this time for the two
regular features—Pixilated (digital photography)
and Photography Online (photo related websites).
If you do digital or browse the web, please share
your tips and finds with the rest of us.
For those of us still in the film age, I would like
to start a Photo Tips column, similar to the now
retired Pat’s Gadget Bag. I would like each of you
sent me 5 to 10 tips on any photo topic.

I have added a few forms in pdf format and hope
to add more in the future. This past week has been
stressful for me as some of you have seen that the
website has been off-line for the past week. It resulted from a disagreement with the Host Provider.
The company changed hands and the new owners
gave me the runaround. I now have the website
back up on line but am in the process of changing
providers so this will not happen again.

To complete the publication of the previous
year’s winning photos, I have included a black and
white page (page 7) of the Gerry Fish award winners. Note that Chin Charos was originally color
and Sands of Time a combination of black & white
and color. Prairie Sunset, best landscape from
Gerry Fish, can be found on the back cover. Don’t
Go Into the Woods by Elizabeth Hak, best Computer Enhanced (monochrome), was unavailable.

I am experimenting with different ways to create
an online critique. I have had no response to what I
have online now. I am experimenting with a program called Coppermine to see if this would work
for us. Looks promising however the scoring system is only rated 1 to 5. But comments can be left.

Thanks to Curtiss Lund, we have a full page ad
running for the next year. The Maxxum 7D looks
like just the camera I have been waiting for!
Our chairperson Gordon Hunter is resigning at
the AGM in June. Please consider taking on this
critical role in our association. Alternatively, if
someone would prefer to assume the editor position
of the Prairie Focus, I would be willing to take on
the Chair. Please think seriously about it and don't
be shy in stepping forward at the AGM.

We were also offered software from Pixpo a
company from Vancouver. This is an online chat
and album sharing program. We have been given a
free license to use this program. All members who
are interested in trying it out please send me their email address and I will forward it on to get your
license. You can download the program on the
website. I have put it up on the default page. Members can also sign-up for PRPA’s Chat line. If anyone has any suggestions please e-mail me.

Submission Deadlines for the Newsletter

Winter: January 15
Spring: March 30
11

Summer: May 31
Autumn: September 15

Continued from page 9

Weekend in the Woods

ety’s Relay for Life each year.

Piprell Lake, Saskatchewan
(approx. 40 minutes past Candle Lake)
June 10-12, 2005
(Friday afternoon to Sunday lunch)
Registration Deadline: June 3

Northern Image Photographers display
work at many locations continuously. These
range from a storefront at the South Hill
Mall, the Victoria Hospital cafeteria, the Senior’s Heritage Centre, the Palliative Care
Unit, and an area restaurant. All displays are
rotated every 8 weeks. We have about 60
prints on display at any given time.

You are invited to join the Northern Image
Photographers of Prince Albert on their
19th annual weekend in the (usually wet)
woods. Tours of local areas include Little
Gem Lakes, Heritage Lake and Little Bear
Lake. Great photo ops and loads of fun!

For more information on the Northern Image Photographers club please visit our website at http:// niphoto.tripod.com

Fee of $100 for non NIP members includes
tours and meals but not accommodation.
Cabins available for reservation.

Correction Notice

For registration forms and more information
contact:

The Saskatoon Camera Club report last issue
was written by rep Maureen Sinclair, not by
Valerie Ellis as was indicated. My apologies to
all concerned — Stan

Dori Jardine (306) 763-8758
Geoff Payton (306) 922-3394
Geoff.Payton@shaw.ca

---------------------------------------------------------Application for Membership in Prairie Region of Photographic Arts

I hereby apply for membership in the Prairie Region of Photographic Arts.
Enclosed is my membership fee of $15.00 (payable to PRPA).
Memberships expire June 30 of each year.
Name
Phone
Address
Postal Code
Email
I am a member of (photography club)
(or) I am joining as an individual rather than through a club
Date
Signature
Mail to: Irene Stinson, PRPA Membership Chairperson
449—2nd Avenue S.E., Swift Current, SK S9H 3J7
Phone (306)773-7320
10#
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From the Chair

advantage or are they exploiting us or is it mutual? When the people who ran a home for the
lost and handicapped said we could take photos, who was exploiting who? They obviously
wanted the world to know of their existence so
that donations would increase.

by Gordon Hunter

I did it. I left my 35 mm behind when I went
on a trip to India. It was wonderful to walk
through airport checks and throw my digital
camera onto the tray without worrying about
the hazards of Xrays. Now I have to be concerned about how to show my results. I don’t
have a laptop or a digital projector. I could
show them on tv, but I don’t think a tv does
them justice.

Do we exploit people with our photography?
Below are two photos taken during my March
2005 holiday as examples. I would be interested in your responses. You might send a
reply to the newsletter or put a response on the
website through Wesley Swan. It is something
to think about.

I appreciated the fact that I had less weight
to carry, but I carried a Nikon Coolwalker with
me to store the images. It’s cool all right — a
cool $600 — but in the long run it is cheaper
than film.
I was also pleased to have another camera
buff with us. Oliver Seward of Claresholm had
a 35 mm and a video camera around his neck
and he was always willing to go out on the
streets and make friends out of strangers.
Speaking of pointing cameras at strangers
raises an ethical issue. As this was a global
exposure tour, we discussed issues several
times. An accusation that flew from the lips of
one group member was that photographers
were exploiting the local people by collecting
their images. I admit that sometimes I am uncomfortable. We did have many opportunities
to photograph beggars, some of them young
parents with children, we saw the tent shacks
of Delhi, people living in the streets, bathing in
the Ganges. We took pictures of people in villages that had been ravaged by the Tsunami.
We even took pictures in a hospital. Close ups
were taken with permission.

I asked permission from
these women at Jaipur,
India, and paid them 10
rupees each, to take their
photograph.

I did not ask permission
from these children,
playing on the site of
Buddha’s first sermon in
Jaipur.

If we are practising photo-journalism, are
we taking advantage of others? If we agree to
give them ten rupees, are we taking still taking
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Competition Chair Report
By Eldred Stamp

Competition themes to help you decide what films
(and how many) to bring.

Greeting from your competition chairperson.
The deadline for the print competitions is fast
approaching (April 15) so by the time you read this
it may have passed. I hope you made the deadline
as there can be no submissions after this time as the
judging members must also meet deadlines. Please
remember to complete the entry forms and be sure
to sign the waiver column to allow PRPA to publish, use and show your winning entries. Privacy
rules require your approval and release. The results
of the print competitions will be announced at the
Outing and published in the Summer issue of Prairie Focus. Your print entries will be returned to you
at the Outing.

I would also like to remind you that the 2005
Russell Slide competition theme will be “Open/
Closed”. Keep this in mind during your spring and
summer shooting.
Finally, a word of caution. Our contest rules state
that a winning entry in a competition cannot be
used again in other competitions. So remember if
you submit the same picture in more than one competition, it will only win once. This is only fair to
others who also enter.
In closing I would like to let you know that as
Competition Chairperson, my contribution to PRPA
increases at this time of the year with the Outing
fast approaching. At this time, the Outing with its
slide presentation, award presentations and allround effort on my part starts to become a major
part of this position. It sounds exciting. I hope it is.

I would also like to thank those people who so
kindly gave of their time to judge and process the
slide competitions. The time, effort and organization is at most times not appreciated by those who
have never been involved but without these individuals PRPA would not be the association it is.
Again, to all those volunteers, “Thank you very
much”.

Good picture taking. Hope to see your efforts in
future competitions and look forward to seeing you
in beautiful Nordegg, Alberta this June.

The winning slides will be shown at the PRPA
Outing in Nordegg, Alberta. Hope to see you there
as this Outing seems to have the making of an exciting meeting. The guest speaker will be giving a
workshop on composing, judging and evaluating
pictures. Sounds like an worthwhile exercise for
those who want to improve our picture quality.

Outing 2005 Report
The 2005 PRPA Outing at the Goldeye Centre near Nordegg, Alberta, will be here before
you know it. Have you sent in your registration
form yet? Remember the deadline is June 1.

The annual outing is fast approaching when the
Showmanship Competition is held. Please consider
entering this year. Last year there was only one
entry in each of the slide and digital categories, so
no ribbons were awarded. It would be nice to have
2 or 3 entries in each category this year. Showmanship entries can be by a single member or a group
of any number, so long as all contributing are
PRPA members. The entry form is on the back of
the Outing Registration form. Please make your
own arrangements for equipment needed. Also
check the Outing registration form for the Outing

See the enclosed Nordegg brochure for an
idea of the variety and beauty of the area. Truly
a photographer’s paradise.
Have you lost the registration form or have a
question about the Outing? Contact:
Verna Allison 403-749-2003
Curtiss Lund 347-2709* clund1@telus.net
Eldred Stamp 783-3299 eldred1@telus.net
Jake Zondag 346-6688 jczondag@aonet.com
* all phone numbers are Area Code 403
4#
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Northern Image Photographers,
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
Report by Geoff Payton

we have many historical sites,
including those of the Riel Rebellion; while Prince Albert National Park is a
common destination for nature and wildlife
shooting; with everything from moose to bears
less than an hour north of the city.

Founded in 1993, Northern Image Photographers strives to be an active, hands-on photography club whose main goal is helping people
have fun with photography. Based in Prince
Albert, our membership is around 30 to 35
people, including some ‘distant’ members
from across northern Saskatchewan.

“Weekend in the Woods” is a camping (tent,
RV, or cabin) workshop held in June and September each year, based at various areas of
interest. Photographic excursions, slide shows,
equipment demonstrations, great meals, and
photographic discussions fill out three days of
fun. Typically there are 15 to 20 participants.
2005 will be the 10th year of these very successful outings.

Within the club we remain non-competitive,
to encourage sharing and help provide guidance for those who are seeking to improve
their photography, whether new or experienced
photographers. The primary focus of most
members is outdoor and nature photography:
although the club also includes some working
pros, from studio, journalism, and institutional
backgrounds.

Club president Geoff Payton teaches Basic
Photography and Intermediate Photography at
the P.A. Arts Centre. Through this, many students also become involved with the club. As
well, he has provided instruction and support
for several youth programs in the area. As time
allows, club members also present slide shows
at local senior citizen complexes. Many members are also involved with other clubs. We
have provided extra volunteers for P.A. North
Search & Rescue, and worked with the Northern Lights Fly-Fishing club and Lakeland Radio Club on various projects.

Monthly meetings at the P.A. Arts Centre
feature: a presentation on techniques or equipment (often including a slide show or Power
Point); a review in which members spread out
an entire roll (unedited) of recent work; and
photographic discussion. We feel bringing in
an unedited roll shows newer photographers
that even experienced members don’t hang
every shot on the wall. Attendance is usually
25 to 30 members. One Saturday afternoon a
month there is also an informal coffee meeting
at the Travelodge Hotel. Many members also
spend spare time in the well-equipped darkroom at the Arts Centre. Through the warmer
months the club goes on local outings, many
times including a family barbecue.

Northern Image Photographers members
annually contribute time as well as photos to
the photographic competition at the P.A. Exhibition in July. A panel of three judges is provided, entries are gathered and organized, and
members are on hand throughout the Exhibition to answer questions. Club members also
provide photo coverage of the Cancer Soci-

We are fortunate in Prince Albert to have a
wealth of photographic opportunities within
easy reach. Located on the fringe of the Boreal
Forest, we have farmland, forests, and lake
country all within a short drive. South of P.A.

Continued on page 10
9

Winnipeg South Photo Club
Report by Tyrrell Mendis

meeting in early January is also a Members’
Night, and then the subject matter is open. This
year there was a member’s presentation on an
“ancient camera system”.

The Winnipeg South Photo
Club (WSPC) was incorporated
as a nonprofit organization in 1983 to provide
an opportunity for those interested in photography to meet on a regular basis.

In addition to the regular Wednesday events,
seven Fridays are set aside for image review at
a member¹s home where the same process of
evaluating each other’s work is followed.

The objective of the club is to provide an
educational and recreational program for the
benefit of its members with emphasis on the
art of photography in a non-competitive atmosphere. The educational portion of the program
consists of slide presentations, guest speakers,
instructions and presentations by club members. Field trips are made on a regular basis for
both educational and recreational purposes.
Basic photographic techniques are part of the
club’s regular program to accommodate beginning photographers and to refresh the memories of the more experienced ones.

Guest speakers to date have dealt with the
pros and cons of going digital, digital workflow, black light photography, photographing
dancers, wildlife photography with the emphasis on polar bears, and creating images with
impact. Members also met at a photographic
equipment store to examine “new toys” pertaining to digital work. At another meeting a
guest speaker made an AV presentation on
African wildlife, with photographs taken during several visits.

The club meets at 7:30 p.m. on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month, from September to May, in the library of Acadia Junior
High School, 175 Killarney Avenue. Since
membership is not a requirement for attending,
visitors are always welcome at club events.
However, it is expected that after two visits
they would be anxious to become members.

Still to come is a member’s AV presentation
on Newfoundland, and guest presentations on
montages and Polaroid transfers, and a portrait
workshop.
The field trips have been to an area in southeastern Manitoba where several historic
Ukrainian churches are in close proximity to
each other; the limestone cliffs and a beach at
Steep Rock on Lake Manitoba; the University
of Manitoba’s administration building; the
francophone winter Festival du Voyageur; and
the Manitoba Orchid Society’s display in the
Assiniboine Park Conservatory.

The WSPC now has 30 members. Three of
these members are also individual members of
PRPA.
The club’s program each year attempts to
maintain a balance in terms of both active and
passive participation on a wide range of photography-related matters.

The club also had a Christmas party. It
winds up its activities at the Annual General
Meeting in May.

The first meeting is a Members’ Night
where images taken over the previous summer
are critiqued. On three such occasions the subjects are predetermined. The semi-annual

You are invited to visit the WSPC’s web site
at www.winnipegsouthphotoclub.ca
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Jean Longmire

Foothills Camera Club

Submitted by Rella Lavoie

Report by Noel Charchuk

The Gleneath Camera Club and PRPA have lost
a long time member with the passing of Jean Longmire on February 9, 2005 at 90 years of age.

The Foothills Camera Club has had the usual
competition-filled calendar for 2004-05, and a great
selection of guest presenters organized by the program chair this season.

Jean was a charter member of the Gleneath Club
when it formed in 1972. Prior to that she was a
member of the Kindersley Camera Club.
Besides being an excellent photographer, Jean
was a willing and hard working club member
whenever someone was needed to serve on a committee or just do some work.

See the Foothills Club’s new website at

www.foothillscameraclub.ab.ca for an overview of

our programs. Explore the site, there will be more
and more links to useful photographic information,
members’ galleries, shooting tips, locations, upcoming events etc. being added to it regularly.

In her younger years Jean loved to travel and
often entertained and informed her fellow Gleneath
Club members with slideshows of her trips.

We have accepted a challenge from the Regina
Club for the Challenge Cup Trophy wrested from
the grasp of the Wild Rose Club last year. The
theme is to be “Back Alleys” and it will be a print
competition, rather than slides. Regina laid out the
challenge rules, and have opened it up to members
of each club, whether they belong to PRPA or not. I
hope this will encourage interest in both clubs in
having more people become involved in the PRPA.

She was an active member to the end and had
attended the January meeting just over a month
before her passing. She is fondly remembered and
sadly missed by all who knew her.

From North to South
Slide show by Robin and Arlene Karpan
Thursday April 7, 7:30 pm
Norm Ritchie Centre, Kindersley, Sask.
Admission $8.00

Judging of the 2004 Annual Outing entries is
completed, and winners will be announced at the
Outing in Nordegg at the Awards presentations.
You (or another member of your club) can pick up
your slide or print there after the awards; any not
picked up will be returned by mail later.

The Gleneath Camera Club is sponsoring a
slide show by the Karpans on April 7.
There will be two parts to the show.

This is my final few weeks as Foothills Camera
Club’s representative to the PRPA. I am stepping
down as volunteer commitments in other endeavors
are keeping me extremely busy. I am involved with
biathlon, as an official, and am busy helping develop new training material for officials for the
2010 Winter Olympics, and may even get to volunteer at the Winter Games.

First will be a feature of Northern Saskatchewan landscapes and wildlife from
their many trips through that part of our
province.
The second show is from their 2001 trip to
Antarctica by boat from Tierra del Fuego
to the islands of the Antarctic Peninsula.

I have enjoyed competing in the PRPA trophies,
attending the PRPA Outings, and meeting many of
you at those events, or even when just traveling
through your areas.

Both shows promise to be spectacular—
plan now to attend.
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Gerry Fish Print Competition 2004 Awards
David Sisley (monochr) Lamond Barn by Randy Risdahl
David Sisley (color) Chin Charos by Jake Zondag
Computer Enhanced (color) Sands of Time by L. Easton
Best Landscape—see back cover

For those who demand SLR flexibility and exceptional
image quality, the Maxxum 7D is just what you’ve
been waiting for. With it’s exclusive CCD-shift AntiShakeTM system uniquely imbedded inside the camera,
the Maxxum 7D delivers crystal clear hand-held images in challenging low-light telephoto and macro
situations. And because the 7D is compatible with all
Maxxum lenses, you’ll benefit from Anti-ShakeTM
every time you need it.

6#
6

The 7D also incorporates our exclusive O ProcessTM
image optimization and a 6 megapixel CCD for razorsharp, detail rich photos. Impressive as its technological advancements are, the Maxxum 7D is equally
inspiring to handle—built with high quality materials
and ergonomically placed controls for easy operation.
And you’ll love its bright 2.5 inch LCD for previewing
and navigating an extremely user-friendly menu.
The new Maxxum 7D…
Imagine what we can do together.

7

Gerry Fish Print Competition 2004 Awards
David Sisley (monochr) Lamond Barn by Randy Risdahl
David Sisley (color) Chin Charos by Jake Zondag
Computer Enhanced (color) Sands of Time by L. Easton
Best Landscape—see back cover

For those who demand SLR flexibility and exceptional
image quality, the Maxxum 7D is just what you’ve
been waiting for. With it’s exclusive CCD-shift AntiShakeTM system uniquely imbedded inside the camera,
the Maxxum 7D delivers crystal clear hand-held images in challenging low-light telephoto and macro
situations. And because the 7D is compatible with all
Maxxum lenses, you’ll benefit from Anti-ShakeTM
every time you need it.

6#
6

The 7D also incorporates our exclusive O ProcessTM
image optimization and a 6 megapixel CCD for razorsharp, detail rich photos. Impressive as its technological advancements are, the Maxxum 7D is equally
inspiring to handle—built with high quality materials
and ergonomically placed controls for easy operation.
And you’ll love its bright 2.5 inch LCD for previewing
and navigating an extremely user-friendly menu.
The new Maxxum 7D…
Imagine what we can do together.

7

Winnipeg South Photo Club
Report by Tyrrell Mendis
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having more people become involved in the PRPA.

She was an active member to the end and had
attended the January meeting just over a month
before her passing. She is fondly remembered and
sadly missed by all who knew her.

From North to South
Slide show by Robin and Arlene Karpan
Thursday April 7, 7:30 pm
Norm Ritchie Centre, Kindersley, Sask.
Admission $8.00

Judging of the 2004 Annual Outing entries is
completed, and winners will be announced at the
Outing in Nordegg at the Awards presentations.
You (or another member of your club) can pick up
your slide or print there after the awards; any not
picked up will be returned by mail later.

The Gleneath Camera Club is sponsoring a
slide show by the Karpans on April 7.
There will be two parts to the show.

This is my final few weeks as Foothills Camera
Club’s representative to the PRPA. I am stepping
down as volunteer commitments in other endeavors
are keeping me extremely busy. I am involved with
biathlon, as an official, and am busy helping develop new training material for officials for the
2010 Winter Olympics, and may even get to volunteer at the Winter Games.

First will be a feature of Northern Saskatchewan landscapes and wildlife from
their many trips through that part of our
province.
The second show is from their 2001 trip to
Antarctica by boat from Tierra del Fuego
to the islands of the Antarctic Peninsula.

I have enjoyed competing in the PRPA trophies,
attending the PRPA Outings, and meeting many of
you at those events, or even when just traveling
through your areas.

Both shows promise to be spectacular—
plan now to attend.
5

Competition Chair Report
By Eldred Stamp

Competition themes to help you decide what films
(and how many) to bring.

Greeting from your competition chairperson.
The deadline for the print competitions is fast
approaching (April 15) so by the time you read this
it may have passed. I hope you made the deadline
as there can be no submissions after this time as the
judging members must also meet deadlines. Please
remember to complete the entry forms and be sure
to sign the waiver column to allow PRPA to publish, use and show your winning entries. Privacy
rules require your approval and release. The results
of the print competitions will be announced at the
Outing and published in the Summer issue of Prairie Focus. Your print entries will be returned to you
at the Outing.

I would also like to remind you that the 2005
Russell Slide competition theme will be “Open/
Closed”. Keep this in mind during your spring and
summer shooting.
Finally, a word of caution. Our contest rules state
that a winning entry in a competition cannot be
used again in other competitions. So remember if
you submit the same picture in more than one competition, it will only win once. This is only fair to
others who also enter.
In closing I would like to let you know that as
Competition Chairperson, my contribution to PRPA
increases at this time of the year with the Outing
fast approaching. At this time, the Outing with its
slide presentation, award presentations and allround effort on my part starts to become a major
part of this position. It sounds exciting. I hope it is.

I would also like to thank those people who so
kindly gave of their time to judge and process the
slide competitions. The time, effort and organization is at most times not appreciated by those who
have never been involved but without these individuals PRPA would not be the association it is.
Again, to all those volunteers, “Thank you very
much”.

Good picture taking. Hope to see your efforts in
future competitions and look forward to seeing you
in beautiful Nordegg, Alberta this June.

The winning slides will be shown at the PRPA
Outing in Nordegg, Alberta. Hope to see you there
as this Outing seems to have the making of an exciting meeting. The guest speaker will be giving a
workshop on composing, judging and evaluating
pictures. Sounds like an worthwhile exercise for
those who want to improve our picture quality.

Outing 2005 Report
The 2005 PRPA Outing at the Goldeye Centre near Nordegg, Alberta, will be here before
you know it. Have you sent in your registration
form yet? Remember the deadline is June 1.

The annual outing is fast approaching when the
Showmanship Competition is held. Please consider
entering this year. Last year there was only one
entry in each of the slide and digital categories, so
no ribbons were awarded. It would be nice to have
2 or 3 entries in each category this year. Showmanship entries can be by a single member or a group
of any number, so long as all contributing are
PRPA members. The entry form is on the back of
the Outing Registration form. Please make your
own arrangements for equipment needed. Also
check the Outing registration form for the Outing

See the enclosed Nordegg brochure for an
idea of the variety and beauty of the area. Truly
a photographer’s paradise.
Have you lost the registration form or have a
question about the Outing? Contact:
Verna Allison 403-749-2003
Curtiss Lund 347-2709* clund1@telus.net
Eldred Stamp 783-3299 eldred1@telus.net
Jake Zondag 346-6688 jczondag@aonet.com
* all phone numbers are Area Code 403
4#
4

Northern Image Photographers,
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
Report by Geoff Payton

we have many historical sites,
including those of the Riel Rebellion; while Prince Albert National Park is a
common destination for nature and wildlife
shooting; with everything from moose to bears
less than an hour north of the city.

Founded in 1993, Northern Image Photographers strives to be an active, hands-on photography club whose main goal is helping people
have fun with photography. Based in Prince
Albert, our membership is around 30 to 35
people, including some ‘distant’ members
from across northern Saskatchewan.

“Weekend in the Woods” is a camping (tent,
RV, or cabin) workshop held in June and September each year, based at various areas of
interest. Photographic excursions, slide shows,
equipment demonstrations, great meals, and
photographic discussions fill out three days of
fun. Typically there are 15 to 20 participants.
2005 will be the 10th year of these very successful outings.

Within the club we remain non-competitive,
to encourage sharing and help provide guidance for those who are seeking to improve
their photography, whether new or experienced
photographers. The primary focus of most
members is outdoor and nature photography:
although the club also includes some working
pros, from studio, journalism, and institutional
backgrounds.

Club president Geoff Payton teaches Basic
Photography and Intermediate Photography at
the P.A. Arts Centre. Through this, many students also become involved with the club. As
well, he has provided instruction and support
for several youth programs in the area. As time
allows, club members also present slide shows
at local senior citizen complexes. Many members are also involved with other clubs. We
have provided extra volunteers for P.A. North
Search & Rescue, and worked with the Northern Lights Fly-Fishing club and Lakeland Radio Club on various projects.

Monthly meetings at the P.A. Arts Centre
feature: a presentation on techniques or equipment (often including a slide show or Power
Point); a review in which members spread out
an entire roll (unedited) of recent work; and
photographic discussion. We feel bringing in
an unedited roll shows newer photographers
that even experienced members don’t hang
every shot on the wall. Attendance is usually
25 to 30 members. One Saturday afternoon a
month there is also an informal coffee meeting
at the Travelodge Hotel. Many members also
spend spare time in the well-equipped darkroom at the Arts Centre. Through the warmer
months the club goes on local outings, many
times including a family barbecue.

Northern Image Photographers members
annually contribute time as well as photos to
the photographic competition at the P.A. Exhibition in July. A panel of three judges is provided, entries are gathered and organized, and
members are on hand throughout the Exhibition to answer questions. Club members also
provide photo coverage of the Cancer Soci-

We are fortunate in Prince Albert to have a
wealth of photographic opportunities within
easy reach. Located on the fringe of the Boreal
Forest, we have farmland, forests, and lake
country all within a short drive. South of P.A.

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

Weekend in the Woods

ety’s Relay for Life each year.

Piprell Lake, Saskatchewan
(approx. 40 minutes past Candle Lake)
June 10-12, 2005
(Friday afternoon to Sunday lunch)
Registration Deadline: June 3

Northern Image Photographers display
work at many locations continuously. These
range from a storefront at the South Hill
Mall, the Victoria Hospital cafeteria, the Senior’s Heritage Centre, the Palliative Care
Unit, and an area restaurant. All displays are
rotated every 8 weeks. We have about 60
prints on display at any given time.

You are invited to join the Northern Image
Photographers of Prince Albert on their
19th annual weekend in the (usually wet)
woods. Tours of local areas include Little
Gem Lakes, Heritage Lake and Little Bear
Lake. Great photo ops and loads of fun!

For more information on the Northern Image Photographers club please visit our website at http:// niphoto.tripod.com

Fee of $100 for non NIP members includes
tours and meals but not accommodation.
Cabins available for reservation.

Correction Notice

For registration forms and more information
contact:

The Saskatoon Camera Club report last issue
was written by rep Maureen Sinclair, not by
Valerie Ellis as was indicated. My apologies to
all concerned — Stan

Dori Jardine (306) 763-8758
Geoff Payton (306) 922-3394
Geoff.Payton@shaw.ca

---------------------------------------------------------Application for Membership in Prairie Region of Photographic Arts

I hereby apply for membership in the Prairie Region of Photographic Arts.
Enclosed is my membership fee of $15.00 (payable to PRPA).
Memberships expire June 30 of each year.
Name
Phone
Address
Postal Code
Email
I am a member of (photography club)
(or) I am joining as an individual rather than through a club
Date
Signature
Mail to: Irene Stinson, PRPA Membership Chairperson
449—2nd Avenue S.E., Swift Current, SK S9H 3J7
Phone (306)773-7320
10#
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From the Chair

advantage or are they exploiting us or is it mutual? When the people who ran a home for the
lost and handicapped said we could take photos, who was exploiting who? They obviously
wanted the world to know of their existence so
that donations would increase.

by Gordon Hunter

I did it. I left my 35 mm behind when I went
on a trip to India. It was wonderful to walk
through airport checks and throw my digital
camera onto the tray without worrying about
the hazards of Xrays. Now I have to be concerned about how to show my results. I don’t
have a laptop or a digital projector. I could
show them on tv, but I don’t think a tv does
them justice.

Do we exploit people with our photography?
Below are two photos taken during my March
2005 holiday as examples. I would be interested in your responses. You might send a
reply to the newsletter or put a response on the
website through Wesley Swan. It is something
to think about.

I appreciated the fact that I had less weight
to carry, but I carried a Nikon Coolwalker with
me to store the images. It’s cool all right — a
cool $600 — but in the long run it is cheaper
than film.
I was also pleased to have another camera
buff with us. Oliver Seward of Claresholm had
a 35 mm and a video camera around his neck
and he was always willing to go out on the
streets and make friends out of strangers.
Speaking of pointing cameras at strangers
raises an ethical issue. As this was a global
exposure tour, we discussed issues several
times. An accusation that flew from the lips of
one group member was that photographers
were exploiting the local people by collecting
their images. I admit that sometimes I am uncomfortable. We did have many opportunities
to photograph beggars, some of them young
parents with children, we saw the tent shacks
of Delhi, people living in the streets, bathing in
the Ganges. We took pictures of people in villages that had been ravaged by the Tsunami.
We even took pictures in a hospital. Close ups
were taken with permission.

I asked permission from
these women at Jaipur,
India, and paid them 10
rupees each, to take their
photograph.

I did not ask permission
from these children,
playing on the site of
Buddha’s first sermon in
Jaipur.

If we are practising photo-journalism, are
we taking advantage of others? If we agree to
give them ten rupees, are we taking still taking
3

PRPA Executive for 2004-2005
Chairperson

Gordon Hunter

715 Deercroft Way SE, Calgary AB T2J 5V4
403-271-4039 ge.hunter@shaw.ca
Secretary
Shirley Gerlock 2471 Broder Street, Regina SK S4N 3T1
306-757-3328 sjgerlock@accesscomm.ca
Treasurer
Wesley Swan
Box 154, Nipawin SK S0E 1E0
306-862-4135 treasurer@prpa.ca
Membership
Irene Stinson
449-2nd Avenue SE, Swift Current SK S9H 3J7
306-773-7320 istinson@sasktel.net
Newsletter
Stan Hingston
Box 1177, Rosetown SK S0L 2V0 sghingston@sasktel.net
Res: 306-882-2263 Wk: 882-2220 Fax: 882-2370
Competitions
Eldred Stamp
5902-58 Ave., Panoka, AB T4J 1L4
403-783-3299 eldred1@telus.net
Print Circuit
Phyllis Kube
124 Grandview St East, Moose Jaw SK S6H 4V7 306-692-8495
Slide Circuit
Wilma Gamble
2403 24A St. SW, Calgary AB T3E 1V9
403-246-8343 wrgamble@shaw.ca
Print Exhibition Alfred Labrecque Box 1777, Rosetown SK S0L 2V0 306-882-2261
Past President
Rella Lavoie
Box 31, Smiley SK S0L 2Z0 306-838-4213 ar.lavoie@sasktel.net

PRPA Club Representatives

Central Alberta Photo Society Curtiss Lund
Battlefords Photo Club
Heather Anderson
Caroline Clickers
Dan Jahraus
Chinook Camera Club
Don & Shirley Clark
Foothills Camera Club
Noel Charchuk
Gateway Camera Club
Isabel Hill
Gleneath Camera Club
Sheila Keller
Image West Photo Assn
Arlyne Lawson
Innisfail Photo Club
Flo Quesseth
Moose Jaw Camera Club
Sheina Wait
Nipawin Camera Club
Wesley Swan
Northern Image Photographers (PA) Geoff Payton
Parkland Camera Club
Darlene McCullough
Regina Photo Club
Shirley Gerlock
Rosetown Photography Club Stan Hingston
Saskatoon Camera Club
Maureen Sinclair
Wild Rose Camera Club
Verna Allison
Winnipeg South Photo Club Tyrrell Mendis

403-347-2709
306-445-5313
403-729-2172
403-625-3254
403-278-1938
780-475-2317
306-463-3940
306-773-7561
403-227-2148
306-692-8218
306-862-4135
306-922-3394
306-873-2030
306-757-3328
306-882-2220
306-955-2373
403-749-2003
204-774-0677

Club Websites

clund1@telus.net
haha@sasktel.net
nhcharch@shaw.ca

wesley@swanphotography.ca
Geoff.Payton@shaw.ca
darlene.mccullough@sasktel.net
sjgerlock@accesscomm.ca
sghingston@sasktel.net
maureen.sinclair@sasktel.net
luson2@telusplanet.net
tymendis@shaw.ca

PRPA http://prpa.ca/
Central Alberta Photo Society www.mycommunityinformation.com/caps
Foothills Camera Club
www.foothillscameraclub.ab.ca
Moose Jaw Camera Club
www.geocities.com/moosejawcameraclub
Nipawin Camera Club
www.nipawincameraclub.com
Northern Image Photographers http://niphoto.tripod.com
Parkland Camera Club
www.parklandphotographyclub.com
Regina Photo Club
www.reginaphotoclub.com rpc@reginaphotoclub.com
Rosetown Photography Club
www.rosetownphotoclub.com
Saskatoon Camera Club
www.saskatooncameraclub.com *NEW*
www.winnipegsouthphotoclub.ca *NEW*
Winnipeg South Photo Club
2#
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The Last Wor
Editor’s Report by Stan Hingston
d

Webmaster Report
by Wesley Swan webmaster@prpa.com

I am pleased to introduce two new clubs to
PRPA, with their first club reports in this issue.
Both the Northern Image Photographers of Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan, and Winnipeg South Photo
Club of Winnipeg, Manitoba, have joined PRPA in
the past year. Read their reports and check out their
excellent websites to learn more about their members and activities.

Well it has been a trying month for me.
Some members with dialup have been having
trouble getting on to the website because of the
animations. So I have been busy creating a dialup
area on the website. I cannot convert the image
pages over because once they are web protected I
do not have access to them.
As the reps know by now I am giving a proposal
to PRPA to broaden our features for members. I am
offering a proposal to give all PRPA members free
50megs of webspace in which to create their own
web pages. This added bonus to our membership
might create new members who are in the Digital
Age. I am also offering a deal for those members
who want their own domain. Contact me at webmaster@prpa.ca for more information.

There were no submissions this time for the two
regular features—Pixilated (digital photography)
and Photography Online (photo related websites).
If you do digital or browse the web, please share
your tips and finds with the rest of us.
For those of us still in the film age, I would like
to start a Photo Tips column, similar to the now
retired Pat’s Gadget Bag. I would like each of you
sent me 5 to 10 tips on any photo topic.

I have added a few forms in pdf format and hope
to add more in the future. This past week has been
stressful for me as some of you have seen that the
website has been off-line for the past week. It resulted from a disagreement with the Host Provider.
The company changed hands and the new owners
gave me the runaround. I now have the website
back up on line but am in the process of changing
providers so this will not happen again.

To complete the publication of the previous
year’s winning photos, I have included a black and
white page (page 7) of the Gerry Fish award winners. Note that Chin Charos was originally color
and Sands of Time a combination of black & white
and color. Prairie Sunset, best landscape from
Gerry Fish, can be found on the back cover. Don’t
Go Into the Woods by Elizabeth Hak, best Computer Enhanced (monochrome), was unavailable.

I am experimenting with different ways to create
an online critique. I have had no response to what I
have online now. I am experimenting with a program called Coppermine to see if this would work
for us. Looks promising however the scoring system is only rated 1 to 5. But comments can be left.

Thanks to Curtiss Lund, we have a full page ad
running for the next year. The Maxxum 7D looks
like just the camera I have been waiting for!
Our chairperson Gordon Hunter is resigning at
the AGM in June. Please consider taking on this
critical role in our association. Alternatively, if
someone would prefer to assume the editor position
of the Prairie Focus, I would be willing to take on
the Chair. Please think seriously about it and don't
be shy in stepping forward at the AGM.

We were also offered software from Pixpo a
company from Vancouver. This is an online chat
and album sharing program. We have been given a
free license to use this program. All members who
are interested in trying it out please send me their email address and I will forward it on to get your
license. You can download the program on the
website. I have put it up on the default page. Members can also sign-up for PRPA’s Chat line. If anyone has any suggestions please e-mail me.

Submission Deadlines for the Newsletter

Winter: January 15
Spring: March 30
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Summer: May 31
Autumn: September 15
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Prairie Sunset by Shirley Gerlock, Saskatoon Camera Club
Best Landscape
2004 Gerry Fish Print Competition
Edward by Randy Risdahl, Foothills C.C.
Winner, Saskatoon Camera Club Trophy
2004 Human Portraiture Print Competition

Finish Line by Jerry Crawford, Parkland Camera Club
Winner Virginia Hampson Trophy
2004 Sports in Action Print Competition
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Burmis Tree by Curtiss Lund, Wild Rose Camera Club
First Place, Attanyi Salon Print Competition 2004

Alberta U Saskatchewan U Manitoba

