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From the Chair by Dan Sigouin
Has the 2021-2022 photography season officially
closed? Camera clubs are nearing the end of the
schedule by hosting final meetings and year competitions to celebrate another season. This has been
another interesting year with Zoom meetings across
most of the clubs. Some clubs have started face to
face meetings again, which is a very positive sign.
The Rosetown club has been very busy this spring
with the 2022 Outing planning. This is exciting
news for PRPA as we work to recover from the pandemic. Stan Hingston has provided details for the
Outing by email. Please consider the 2022 Outing
Hepburn in your spring plans. I have explored quite
a lot of Saskatchewan in the last few years and have
never been to Hepburn.
In 2016 I became a member of the Saskatoon
Camera Club. I was very excited to join the club and
spend time meeting new people that were very interested in photography. At that time I also realized
that the club needed help and was looking for volunteers to fill roles in the club executive. I had no formal experience working with clubs but could appreciate the need and decided to help out. By volunteering with the club I was able to keep a positive mindset and connect socially with a new group
of people while I was living away from
my family.

time when I put my name forward to volunteer. I
made the deliberate choice to offer my time and energy to a group that were in need. Sure, I could have
sat in my basement suite and watched TV while texting my family—how much fun would that be?
My photographic journey all started with volunteering. I would not be where I am today in photography if I had not chosen to help move tables and
chairs with the Saskatoon club. I went from being the
dad in the stands taking hockey photos to being a
certified CAPA judge and winning photographic
competitions, in large part because I offered my time
and volunteered.
The PRPA is in desperate need of volunteers to fill
executive positions. The financial position of the
association is strong. The association infrastructure
is in place with the website, competition rules and
guidelines, and other important membership documents. We need energetic people to keep the machine running. If you have questions about a role,
please contact me.
Below is an image I submitted to a CAPA competition and won a 3rd merit award.
Thanks again and hope to see you at the Outing.

By volunteering, I was able to develop
other important social skills. I developed
interpersonal skills by working with others on the executive who shared the same
values as I do. I created new contacts
with club members, who after 6 years, I
could easily call on for help if needed.
Volunteering also made me happy and
improved my outlook as I was working to
support my family in Calgary. I did not
consider the sacrifices to my personal
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Competitions Report
by Marlene Andrew
I’m very pleased that most of the reports are in
for the 2021-2022 Competitions. I am waiting
for the results yet from one competition but it
has been judged so I was able to include it in the
numbers below.
There were 237 entries in the fall competitions.
Following are the totals in each competition followed by the previous year in brackets.

Outing Prints: 0 (0)
Outing Digital: 0 (0)
Everest Club: 86 – 5 clubs (117 – 6 clubs)
Fall Digital: 37 (52)
Russell: 16 (11)
Single Song Digital Slideshow :4 (6)
Hand of Man: 51 (77)
Gail Christensen Artistic Expressions: 22
(new)
Of the five clubs entering the Everest Club
Competition four had 20 entries each and one 6.
There were 116 entries in the spring competitions. Following are the totals in each competition followed by the previous year in brackets.
Gerry Fish Club: 36 – 4 Clubs (cancelled)
Attanyi Print: 22 (24)
Sports in Action Print: 14 (8)
Human Portraiture Print: 7 (10)
Portfolio Print: 6 (4)
Curtiss Lund Altered Reality print: 9 (9)
Spring Digital: 22 (17)

Russell theme for 2022
Positive / Negative

Of the four clubs that entered the Gerry Fish
Competition two had 10 entries, one 7, and one
had a disqualification due to a print having been
entered in a previous competition this season.
A suggestion is to keep all your digital copies
of your entries in a given year in a separate file
on your computer. There were a few members
who didn’t recall what they entered in the print
competitions and therefore had trouble getting
me copies for the slideshow.
How exciting that there is going to be an Outing this year! Unfortunately, I can’t join you but
I know that everyone attending will have a blast.
I can’t thank the clubs and club reps enough
for all your support this past year. Thanks to
your efficiency my job was that much easier. To
all of you I say THANK YOU!!
Finally, due to health issues, I need to retire
from the position of competition coordinator. I
will gladly work with someone willing to take
the position for the next season.
HAND OF MAN
Marlene tells me there is still confusion
about the theme for “Hand of Man” competition both by those entering and by the judges.
It currently reads: “landscape or object(s)
that show some alteration by man; to be
judged on artistic merits rather than its environmental statement”
As the competition sponsor, I would like to
work with the new Competitions Coordinator,
(and anyone else who would like to help) in
clarifying the wording of this competition.
Thanks.
Stan Hingston

Club Abbreviations
CAPS
FCC
GCC
IWPA

Central Alberta Photographic Society
Foothills Camera Club, Calgary
Gleneath Camera Club, Kindersley
Image West Photographic Association,
Swift Current

MJCC
RRCC
RePC
RoPC
SCC

Moose Jaw Camera Club
Red River Camera Club, Winnipeg MB
Regina Photo Club
Rosetown Photography Club
Saskatoon Camera Club
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Print Circuit Report
by Maureen Sinclair
I am starting to believe that spring might actually be here. I have seen crocus photos on social
media although some did contain snow as well. I
am hoping to shake off the winter busy-ness and
get out doing more planned photography.

have been a well done round as there are ties for
all three ribbons. Indeed, Len Suchan and Jim
Barnsley both retired on a high note with a First
and Third ribbon for Len and a Second for Jim!

The circuits are nearing the last few people and
all should be on display at this year’s Outing in
Hepburn. The three circuits are at near capacity
with 16 members throughout two provinces.
Five to six members seems to be the most efficient and enjoyable circuit size, but we always
welcome any who are interested.

P.C. #3. Spring 2021
1st (tie) Canoeing at its Best—Len Suchan
1st (tie) Under the Blanket—Sharon Feschuk
2nd (tie) Little House—Jim Barnsley
2nd (tie) A Hidden Treasure—Stan Hingston
3rd (tie) Remains—Jim Turner
3rd (tie) Graffiti Barn—Len Suchan

Please check the binders out in June and talk to
me if you want to give it a try.
Results reported this quarter are for Print Circuit #3 for the Spring 2021 round. It seems to

2
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Print Circuit Report—continued

1

2

BOARD POSITIONS TO FILL
There are a number of board positions
that will need to be filled at the AGM in
June.
 Chair
 Vice Chair
 Competitions Coordinator
 Digital Circuits Coordinator
 Member at Large
Dan kindly stayed on as Chair for a 4th
year and needs to be replaced.
Stan agreed to fill in as Vice Chair for
2021-22 but has enough to do with the
newsletter and bylaws.
Marlene needs to retire from Competitions due to health issues.
The Digital Circuits have been discontinued due to lack of interest. This coordinator position can be left vacant until
someone is ready to give it another go.

Curtiss has indicated that he no longer
wishes to serve as Member at Large.
The idea behind the two Member at
Large positions is to provide input from
members who are not part of a club or
who are from clubs which do not have
members on the Board.
The retiring board members will assist
with the onboarding of newly elected
members to ensure a smooth transition.
Please consider stepping up and taking
on one of these positions to keep PRPA
moving ahead. If you can’t attend the
AGM you can submit your name to Dan
or Lois.
Thank you!!

3

2
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Human Portraiture Print Competition 2021

1. Sailor Dan
Cathleen Mewis, SCC
2. Mardis Gras Ready
Jane Hiebert, SCC

3. Fond Memories
Jane Hiebert, SCC
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Human Portraiture Print Competition 2021 continued

HM. Daddy’s Hat
Tracy Miller, IWPA
HM. My Girl
Lois Howes, IWPA

Competition History gleaned from 1968 Minutes
by Stan Hingston
Shirley loaned me a copy of the minutes from
the “Meeting of the Prairie Region of Photographic Arts—Black and White Clubs” of October 5, 1968 held in Calgary Alberta at the home
of Charles and Olive Everest.
This was just a year or so after PRPA was first
formed and is interesting in revealing the origins
of some current and recent competitions. It’s also interesting that PRPA was at that time divided
into two divisions—Color and Black and White.
The purpose of the meeting was to arrange for
some black and white competitions to complement the color competitions previously established.
The meeting was chaired by David Sisley who
had donated an award for the highest scoring
entry in the Everest competition by a CAPA
member. This award was discontinued in 2007.
Gerry Fish, a Calgary member in attendance,
offered to donate a trophy for a black and white
competition to be set up similar to the Everest

Trophy Club Competition for color slides. This
continues today as the club print competition.
The Travelling Salon was approved for B&W.
This was later converted to a color slide competition judged by five (later three) different clubs.
It was discontinued in 2012.
Virginia Hampson who had donated the trophy
for “Sports in Action” was in attendance at the
meeting.

It was agreed that a committee be set up consisting of one member representing each club to
establish rules and regulations for the black and
white competitions.
Mention was made of the previous Outing
which was hosted by Chinook Camera Club in
Claresholm and the upcoming 1969 Outing in
Calgary to be co-hosted by the Calgary Photographic Society and Foothills Camera Club.
A lot can be gleaned from this one page of
minutes written by Secretary Olive Everest.
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Curtiss Lund Print Competition 2021

1. On Higher Ground
Colleen Edwards, IWPA
(cover photo)

2. Night Crawlers
Colleen Edwards,
IWPA

3. Photographing an Apparition
Marlene Andrew, IWPA

HM Temptation
Cathleen Mewis,
SCC

HM Beyond the Grave
Jane Hiebert, SCC
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Together Again—Outing 2022 Update
by Stan Hingston
The information and registration forms for the
2022 Outing were emailed April 26. If you did
not get it or need it in a different format than
PDF please email or phone me.
Note the registration deadline of May 20. This
is for the caterer to plan the meals. There are
plenty of dormitory rooms so if you are staying
at the Heritage Common there is no rush to make
your reservation, although phoning by May 20
would be appreciated. You will pay for your
room on arrival at registration.

Heritage
Common,
Hepburn, SK

The Friday evening speaker will be Rosetown
Photography Club member Rusty Morris with
the topic “Working With Light”. He will be
sharing several macro abstract photography techniques that he learned during the pandemic lockdown.
Hepburn is located in the Aspen Parkland ecoregion which provides a wonderful variety of
scenery from grassland to the boreal forest. The
nearby North Saskatchewan River valley and
large saline Redberry Lake offer additional scenic options plus abundant habitat for wildflowers, wildlife and birds.

Redberry
Lake

A local birder, Greg Klassen, has shared his
favorite scenic lookouts with us which we will
provide to registrants in the form of a map with
directions. The photo shoot tours are informal—
you can go where you want and when you want.

The Popoff Tree
Sask’s largest

We recommend you start with the attractions
in the town itself. The Hepburn Museum of
Wheat will be open from 10 am to 3 pm. The
museum complex includes a working grain elevator, a restored heritage schoolhouse, and a
train station gazebo. The award-winning Centennial Park includes
10 acres of forest
with walking paths,
located just north and
east of the museum
grounds.
Hepburn
Museum of Wheat

Station Gazebo
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Board Meeting
March 19, 2022, Kindersley SK
Report by Stan Hingston from minutes by Lois Howes
The meeting was held at the Senior’s Center in
Kindersley. There was about an hour’s delay
while the zoom connection was being set up. The
meeting was called to order at 1:56 pm.
ATTENDANCE: Dan Sigouin, Lois Howes,
Theresa Busse, Maureen Sinclair, Stan Hingston,
Shirley Gerlock, Larry Easton, Ken Dumont.
Attending via Zoom: Marlene Andrew and Keith
Putt.
AGENDA & MINUTES
The agenda was amended to add an item and
was then adopted.
Lois’s notes from the “Meet & Greet” zoom
meeting of December 7, 2021 were discussed
and accepted.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financial statement showed a bank balance
of $9,683.61 as of February 21, 2022. The PRPA
accounts were moved from Conexus Credit Union in Regina to RBC in Swift Current on August
6. PRPA can now change signing authority without changing banks. Theresa is accepting etransfer payments for PRPA membership fees.
REPORTS
President’s Report: Dan mentioned that the
Black Diamond/Turner Valley Club is interested
in joining PRPA and that Moose Jaw may rejoin.
He also mentioned that PRPA member Tracy
Lee is organizing a camera club in Gravelbourg
that may be interested in joining as well. Dan is
promoting PRPA whenever possible.
Competitions: In her r epor t Mar lene noted
that entries were down in almost all competitions
this year compared with the previous two years.
The new competition, open to Individual Members and all members of Member Clubs, had 22
entries in its first year.
Membership: Ther esa r epor ted a cur r ent
total of 55 Individual members and 7 member
clubs. The membership cards have been replaced
with a registration letter that has a “member
card” at the top to print and clip for your wallet,
or store on your phone.

Prairie Focus: Stan sor ted thr ough his old
newsletter copies; he has the complete set from
#42:4 (Summer 2002) on, he is just missing a
few earlier ones. He is planning on scanning the
older issues (from 2000) to post online. Darlene
Hildebrandt renewed her ad for another year.
Archives: Shir ley talked about the 1974
Prairie Focus she got from Jean Harris, and
shared some history of PRPA.
Written reports were also received from Secretary Lois Howes, Print Circuit Coordinator
Maureen Sinclair, and Webmaster Scott Prokop.
The reports were adopted as presented.
OLD BUSINESS:
It was agreed that in years in which no Outing
is held that members who enter print competitions are responsible for the cost of getting their
photos returned, not PRPA.
NEW BUSINESS
Stan proposed four bylaw amendments, mostly
to accommodate teleconference meetings. #1, 2
and 4 will be brought to the AGM for consideration (these will be sent out ahead with the agenda reports, and minutes from the previous
AGM). Proposed amendment #3, to allow the
Past Chair to hold another executive position,
was discussed and withdrawn.
A motion was passed to limit changes to the
Bylaws to once every five years unless circumstances require one sooner.
Travel expenses for those driving to the board
meeting was agreed on at $.49/km.
The Rosetown Photography Club brought a
proposal to host the 2022 Outing at Hepburn SK
in June, which was enthusiastically received. An
advance of $500 was approved for the Outing.
Larry Easton gave a slide presentation on the
Regina Photo Club’s proposal to host the 2023
Outing at La Ronge, Saskatchewan.
Shirley adjourned the meeting.
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The De-Mystifying Filter by Keith Putt
#11 – Chromatic Distortion
In this issue of the De-Mystifying Filter I discuss chromatic distortion (a.k.a chromatic aberration). What is it, what causes it and what you
can do about it.

But sometimes distortion sneaks through and
you see it in your photo. Often it is minor and
you can ignore it. But if it is horrid, what can
you do?

Chromatic distortion is as old as photography.
It begins in the lens. Sometimes lenses focus
red, green and blue light unequally. The result is
a mismatch when light lands on your film or
sensor. You see the mismatch as colour fringing.
This is most common with economy lenses and
zooms working at their design limits. It is most
noticeable in corners. High contrast makes it
worse. My sample photo of bare branches
against the sky is a typical situation. The fringes
are purple or green or both – purple on one side
of the object, green on the other.

Good photo editors come with chromatic distortion controls. For example, Adobe Camera
Raw and Lightroom both have an automatic Remove Chromatic Aberration option.

In digital photography, there is an additional
behavior called blooming. Camera sensor pixels
are so close together that sometimes electric
charge leaks between bright and dark pixels.
The result is more purple or green fringing, especially in high contrast situations. It can happen anywhere in the frame. For example, around
a white sign set on a dark wall.
Camera manufacturers try to eliminate the
problem through advanced design. Generally,
the more your gear costs, the less distortion of
all types you will see. The shortcomings they
can’t fix with hardware they will try to fix with
software. Most of the time they do a good job.

Severe cases of fringing are beyond the correcting ability of automatic features. In that
case, look for manual controls. Adobe calls
theirs, obviously enough, Defringe. There are
sliders for purple and green. There is no magic
on how to use them. Just play around until you
get the results you want. Watch that you don’t
overdo it and add fringing to places that didn’t
have it to begin with.
RAW, Jpeg and Tiff files all exhibit fringing.
Although Adobe’s chromatic aberration controls
are located in their Camera RAW and Lightroom editors, those editors also handle Jpeg and
Tiff files. Some photo editing software might
have these controls located outside of RAW editors. Photoshop for example, has it in the Filter
menu. Some software might not have any correction at all. If you cannot find defringe controls on your software, there are old-school
methods from days of yore. Search the internet
for how to remove colour/purple/green fringes
from photos.

Example of chromatic distortion or
“fringing”. Note the green fringe on
one side of the branches and the red
fringe on the other.
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What does PRPA Stand For?
We all know what PRPA means to us, but did
you know there are at least seven other organizations that have the same acronym? I (Stan) did a
Google search for fun and came up with this list:
 Platte River Power Authority
 Peel Regional Police Association
 Prince Rupert Port Authority
 Philadelphia Regional Port Authority
 Puerto Rico Port Authority
 Partnership of Registered Psychotherapist
Associations, and my favorite...
 Pensioners and Retired Persons Association in
Delhi, India.
There is also an American law that goes by
PRPA: Paleontological Resources Preservation
Act of 2009, and a program at the University of
Illinois called Planning, Research and Policy
Analysis. And there are at least two people in
Wikipedia with the last name of Prpa—a Serbian
historian and an American soccer player.
So that explains why we couldn’t get prpa.com
or prpa.ca for our website. Luckily for us we are
the only photography organization with those initials so prpa.photography was available when we
needed it.

Links for Digital Photo Mentor Ad
For those getting the PDF copy of this newsletter,by email or from the website, the links
in the ad are live—just click in the quadrant
you are interested in and it will open the appropriate webpage on the DPM website. For
those getting a paper copy, you can use the
following links:
Luminar Neo

www.digitalphotomentor.com/luminar-neo-course/

Webinars and Training
www.digitalphotomentor.com/webinars/
DPM Live
www.youtube.com/digitalphotomentor/live
DPM Education—classes, courses, presets, etc.
www.digitalphotomentor.com/store/
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Editor’s Report

Webmaster Report

by Stan Hingston

by Scott Prokop

Welcome to the Spring 2022 issue!

Check the PRPA website for:

This issue completes the publication of the
winning images from 2020-21. Normally the
Summer issue would have the Outing Competition winners, but the Outing was not held in
2020. Instead, look for more gleanings from
old Prairie Focus newsletters that Shirley
loaned me to scan.

 the current Prairie Focus newsletter and back

Speaking of winning images, I want to remind you that the best way to view these is on
the PRPA website galleries. Scott does a great
job of posting them. You can fill the screen
with each image and flip through them like a
slideshow. Viewing other members’ work is a
great way to get inspired to get out and get
shooting yourself and maybe try something
new.



Be sure to see my little write-up on page 12
on all the different organizations that go by
“PRPA”. Also the history of competitions
gleaned from a page of minutes from 1968,

Also be sure to read the update on the 2021
Outing on page 7. If you haven’t already registered, please consider attending. It should be a
good time with lots of great Saskatchewan
scenery. Hope to see you there






issues from Fall 2003
the current Handbook for the latest rules and
entry forms for competitions you are entering
the gallery of winning images back to 20092010
the current Bylaws of PRPA
Individual and Club Membership forms
promotional brochure and slideshow you can
use to promote PRPA to your club

If you notice any errors or missing information on
the PRPA website please contact me at
prpaclub@gmail.com

Prairie Focus Advertising Rates
The following rates are for B&W or color ads.





Full page (175x245 mm)
$60/issue $200/year
Half page (175x120 or 85x245) 30
100
Quarter page (85x120)
20
60
Business card (85x~50)
10
30

Submission Deadlines for the Newsletter
Winter: January 15
Summer: May 15
Spring: March 15
Fall: October 15

Application for Individual Membership in Prairie Region of Photographic Arts
I hereby apply for Individual Membership in the Prairie Region of Photographic Arts (PRPA).
Enclosed is my membership fee of $25 (payable to “PRPA”). Memberships expire June 30, 2022
Name
Address
Email
I am a member of (photography club)
(or) I am not affiliated with any club

Phone

Postal Code
Cell Phone
.

Prairie Focus is sent by emailed PDF to all members. It is also available to Individual Members by
mailed paper copy. Please check  your preference: ___ email only; ___ email & printed copy.
PRPA may publish a member list which is distributed to PRPA Board Members and Club Reps only.

Date

Signature
Clip or copy and mail with check to: PRPA Memberships, Box 2254, Swift Current, SK S9H 4X6
or to renew by e-mail and pay by e-transfer, go to www.prpa.photography/membership

CONTACTS
PRPA Executive & Coordinators for 2020-2021
Calgary AB
echeloncad@gmail.com
403-366-6119
sghingston@sasktel.net
Cell: 306-831-0398
Box 1365, Swift Current SK S9X 3X5
306-741-2212
loishowes3@gmail.com
Treasurer
Theresa Busse
Box 2254, Swift Current, SK S9H 4X6
306-750-2393
& Membership
tbusse@sasktel.net
Past Chair
Ann Dies
Netherhill SK
dies@sasktel.net
306-463-3177
Competitions Marlene Andrew 18 MacDonald Cres., Swift Current SK S9H 4A6 306-741-9134
marleneandrewphotography@sasktel.net
Newsletter
Stan Hingston
Box 1177, Rosetown SK S0L 2V0
sghingston@sasktel.net
& Bylaws
Res: 306-882-2263 Work: 306-882-2220 Cell: 306-831-0398
Website
Scott Prokop
Saskatoon SK
prpaclub@gmail.com
306-715-8484
Print Circuit Maureen Sinclair Saskatoon SK
maureen.sinclair@sasktel.net 306-955-2373
Digital Circuits Keith Putt
Winnipeg MB
kputt.club@mtsmail.ca
204-257-1992
Archivist
Shirley J. Gerlock Regina SK
sjgerlock@accesscomm.ca 306-757-3328
Outing Coordinator (2022)
MembersCurtiss Lund
Red Deer AB
clund1@telus.net
403-347-2709
at-Large
Laird Wilson
Regina SK
laird.wilson@sasktel.net
306-543-0739
Chairperson
Vice-Chair
Secretary

Dan Sigouin
Stan Hingston
Lois Howes

PRPA Club Representatives
CAPS
Sandy Chinski
s_chinski@hotmail.com
Foothills Camera Club
Vinod Kothari
vinodk@telus.net
Gleneath Camera Club
Michelle Vold
306-463-6374 sorl.bmvold@sasktel.net
Image West Photographic Association position vacant
imagewestphotoclub8@gmail.com
Moose Jaw Camera Club
Nick Pettigrew
306-631-7223 nitro96nick@gmail.com
Red River Camera Club
Don Berthman
240-261-4891 berthman@gmail.com
Regina Photo Club
Ken Dumont
306-789-1443 kendumont@accesscomm.ca
Rosetown Photography Club Brenda Winny
306-882-4181 bwinny@sasktel.net
Saskatoon Camera Club
Maureen Sinclair 306-955-2373 maureen.sinclair@sasktel.net

Member Clubs of PRPA
Central Alberta Photographic Society (CAPS)
www.centralalbertaphotographicsociety.com
Foothills Camera Club
https://www.fcc-yyc.ca
Gleneath Camera Club
https://kindersley.ca/thingstodo/artsculture/cameraclub
Image West Photographic Assoc. www.facebook.com/groups/imagewestphotographicassociation
Moose Jaw Camera Club
https://moosejawcameraclub.com
Red River Camera Club
www.redriverex.com/photo-salon/
Regina Photo Club
www.reginaphotoclub.com
Rosetown Photography Club
www.rosetownphotographyclub.blogspot.ca
Saskatoon Camera Club
www.saskatooncameraclub.com

